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1. Do your job - seek God

Twelve times, we see evidence of Nehemiah praying before he acts.

Imagine the fear he faced asking the king for help!

Scripture: Nehemiah 2:1-10 (NLT)

2 Early the following spring, in the month of Nisan, during the twentieth year of King It’s impossible to understand how tricky it was to approach a king. Eastern kings of that time

Artaxerxes’ reign, | was serving the king his wine. | had never before appeared sad in his | were protected from burdens, unpleasant news, threats and problems.

presence. 2 So the king asked me, “Why are you looking so sad? You don’t look sick to me.

You must be deeply troubled.” It was Nehemiah’s job to help the king and now he the
- ] . ] ] king. But he seemed to find a place in the king’s heart.

Then | was terrified, 3 but I replied, “Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For the city

where my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and tl?e gates have been destroyed by fire.” ) Nothing is too big for God’s power and too small for God’s heart.

4 The king asked, “Well, how can I help you?” With a prayer to the God of heaven, 5 I replied,

“If it please the king, and if you are pleased with me, your servant, send me to Judah to 2. Do your job - define the vision

rebuild the city where my ancestors are buried.”
For most people, it’s not a , it’s a lack of

6 The king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked, “How long will you be gone? When will
you return?” After I told him how long I would be gone, the king agreed to my request. 7 | also !
said to the king, “If it please the king, let me have letters addressed to the governors of the

province west of the Euphrates River, instructing them to let me travel safely through their

territories on my way to Judah. 8 And please give me a letter addressed to Asaph, the

manager of the king’s forest, instructing him to give me timber. I will need it to make beams

for the gates of the Temple fortress, for the city walls, and for a house for myself.” And the /
king granted these requests, because the gracious hand of God was on me. 4

Last week, Nehemiah asked himself what can | do? Now the king asks, what can | do?
Nehemiah was specific - send me to Judah to help.
If you can’t define it, you can’t do it.

3. Do your job - make plans

9 When I came to the governors of the province west of the Euphrates River, I delivered the A
king’s letters to them. The king, | should add, had sent along army officers and horsemen to o A goal without a plan is just a wish.
protect me. 10 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard of my |
arrival, they were very displeased that someone had come to help the people of Israel. . ‘ Success isn’t the accomplishment in the future. The first step to success is doing the right
In week one of The Good Work, we discussed Nehemiah’s burden to help rebuild his city. . | thingtoday.
Jerusalem was in ruins, and many Hebrews/Jews refugees had scattered and were When you seek God faithfully, define the vision clearly and make plans carefully, this
to the city to their previous homeland.
Nehemiah's _____ helped him embark on his Inspire people to have faith that God is and God is

The burden you bear will often reveal the calling you will embrace.
“Light yourself on fire with passion, and people will come from miles to watch you burn” -
You rarely know when you are on the cusp of something . John Wesley

Here’s how we got here:
- In 587 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians attacked Jerusalem
| - Destroyed the city and took the Jewish people captive
‘ - 140 years later, many descendants were returning to help rebuild
N - But no hope, no leadership and no direction

The burden you bear often reveals the difference you will make.

#TheGoodWork




